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permitted to remarry according to the Jewish Law ; and
in this case the rabbi will comply with their request. But
is the act of giving a ritual Get to be performed in our
time according to the minute rules and numerous formali-
ties which have been established by the rabbis of ancient
times ? And how shall the case be treated where one of
the parties whose marriage has been dissolved by a judi-
cial decision refuses to submit to the formality of a ritual
Get ? Is, then, the other party forever debarred from
contracting a new marriage ?

These questions have engaged the attention of modern
rabbis who have treated of this subject in pamphlets and
discussed it also in various conferences-. The late Dr. S.
HOLDHEIM, in his Autonomie der Rabbinen (1843) comes
to the conclusion that divorce, being, according to the
Jewish law, a civil act only, is to be entirely submitted
to the laws of the country, and a judicial decision of the
competent authorities declaring a marriage dissolved
makes the ritual Get entirely superfluous. This view,
though forcibly contradicted by other learned rabbis, (1)
is at present more and more gaining ground among the
followers of Reformed Judaism.

At the first Jewish Synod of Leipzig (1869) and the
second of Augsburg (1871) motions were brought in by
the Rabbis Dr. GEIGER, Dr. WECHSLEK, and others, to the
effect that the forms of the ritual Get are to be modified,
that the Aramaic language of that document is to be
replaced by the vernacular, and that in the case where
a Jewish marriage has been dissolved^by the decision of t
competent courts, and the husband refuses to submit to

(i) Especially by the late Dr. Z. FEANKEL, in his Zeitschrift, vol. I.